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) 've alwayz had a partiality for
nbbon tweeters since living
with the Tonigen unit in the
Heybroak Sextet Think incisive
treble that's cuttingly chear, yet

S at tho same time supremely
even, correct and uncoloured There's
always a hint of Yilkinson Sword
to the nbbons Pve heard, yet at the
same tme they've revealed demll no
dome could manage and have proved
impressive and untiring over time. 5o
the new ribbon cweeter in Monitor

WORLD DECEMBER 2008

Audias new
Platinem 300
range topping
loudspeaker was
the first thing
thar caught my
attention. | know
what Monitor
Airdio like and
thrive on and
puessed that the
rest of their vast
PLIOD had been
volced to match
this new tweeer,
o sound
equally fast,
engaging
and deeply
reviealing. | wasn'e
far wrong, it trned oul
The PL300D is quite a monster.
It stands over one metre high
{1.113cmsld3ins) and weighs 2
whopping 43.2kgs (95/bs) because it
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where it is put,a large area plinch
spiking in to the floor to make the
whole feel very stable, Manitor Audio
are the BMW of the loudspeaker
world, giving all their products a
level of dr_'u.linlrj,: amd fneth that’s a
clear cut above price rivals. Bven
the rear porti look pood - theyre
not just cheap plastic push-ins - and
the connection terminals are lovely,
Quite why | don't know, but there is
even a leather covered front Baflle,
and a grill to hide it il you o wish
I was happy to run the PL300s

without the grilles, Their drive units
look intriguing - well, to me at least
- and grilles do nothing for stereo
imaging in any. caze. Another small
poime is that ribbon tweeters are
smaoath, incense and directional in

their output; it isn't a good idea to
put things in their way. The huga
cabinet has a deep gloss finsh and
the whole assembly looks very smart.

The PL30O has becn designed 1o
be not only technically effective, but
also something of a sonic piledriver
Those two Bin bass drivers each have
their own chamber and can transmit
enormous acoustic power | found,
to give o massive bass blow, | was
going to =ay “a sledgehammer blow”,
but it lsn't quite that. on which | will
elucidate later. Their shallow concave
conts are formed from a lightweighe
aluminium honeycomb, Monitor
say, optimised using Finice Element
Analysls to glve a very lighe and suff
cone that acts as a “lightning-fast
pisten for a clearer more natural
sound”, They work smoothly up
1o 330Hz. Measurement sugpested
the chambers are identical and not
stagper tuned

Above 550Hz a midrange unit
COMeS NS F!l|.'|;r It ey uises the
same lipghtweight concave cone made
from Momeor Audios lightwelght
aluminium haneycomb, again with
no central dust cap over the magnet
Monitor Audio say it uses high
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high sengitivity, o match that of the
bass units. The midrange unit works
up o a high 4kHz. meaning it crosses
over at a vary short wavelength to
the tweeter, Crossing over here
s difficule, a comimon drawback
to using ribbons, Potentially, this
affects vertical integragion. making
seating height more critical, but
medturement thowed the has been
handled well and in use there was
livthe phasiness as | moved vertically

Few midrange units reach
smoothly 1o 4kHz without breakup,



