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Monitor Audio Bronze BR5
Floorstanding Loudspeakers

OF 3 Fevicwer IS alwans
interesting revisiting a
producl or brand after
several vears ol
sbsonoe. That's
:'1lq,‘|'i'\.r'l:,' the e for
me and Monitor Auwdio:
a brand that 1 knew well hack n is nutive
England. 1 also had the pleasure 1o kmnow
i man behind Monior Audio, Mr. Mo
Ighuil mned his anrclenting passion for
metal coned drivers. Al least some things
remmn the same,

One of hie more fnmaous of the
Monitor Audio models that [ knew
intimiakely wene the Studio 205 - a
absoluie ‘Mg of a speaker 1o dmie, but
rl..lhh:i&"_l.' revealing and :uulﬁﬂ.:ul. For
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years this speaker was the ‘reference’
chorce of the UK's Whait F1f6-F7
magarine and it was on these that |
used 10 test many & plece of hi-fi
clecimnics,

Tmmes change and like the vas
majority of Fritish speaker brands, «n
b has Monitor Audio. Over the years
s prodect range and speaker line-up
has grown considerably and in 3007 it
includes custom in-wall and (n-ceiling,
all-weather, subwoofers Irll..n ] Lq_-_n.-
ranges of stondmount amd
foorsianding Iondepeakers for hoth
stereo and home thestre wse. Prices
rasge o sl all |'I'J|.|E_|.','|:'\u and models
TARES (0 Sl all sorts of .':IFI'|1|1I.'HI:i1!IrI:l\. A
quick check on the website and |
cownted some S0-oid Enchividunl
models. That's guite a oollection.

IMve always aseociated Monitor
Avdio with 2-channel music and that's
what we have here - a pair of its new
Bronze R Series, the floorstanmg BRS,
Like all Monitor Audio speakers, the
Bropse R Serics combines metal coned
drivers with a mctal dome tweeler,
which has ong been MA's irndemurk.
History tells us that Monitor Andin’s
first metal domed tweeler was made of
n combination of alumimum and
magnesivm amnd it sounded far

smosther than the single-metal tweeters

il s day. Since ils inl.'ci!.'h'lu in 1972,
Monior Audio’s smck o ity metallic

gues and it’s fnir in say ihai ihe heand s

ove o, if not the foremost global
athocate of metal dome boudspeaker
|1;'|,'hr|n|u_;:,-
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Monitor Audio
loudspeakers
revisited with
models for all
budgets

By Nic Tatham



S0 '.1.'|':|. use metal In speaker ooncs
and domes? Well, it can gei deciudedhy
technicsl the amswer, buat (o beep things
simple, there are ssveral advantages
The most obvious B metal's sirlines
enmparcd 1o paper, fabric and plastic
moferibe This mgdity os well as bower
miass makes for a better piston, phis
I'I\','II'I!: I|;:I'.I¢'T and stifler, mclal cones
tend o be aster (oo, resulting inoa
iriver that™ll betier hamndle and doliver
misic’s transicnts. [1's stronger oo,
making it longer-lasting and far less
likely tov degrade over time. These
heneints appdy mairhy 1o melal oones,
whercas metal domes (e, teweelers)
have their own set of advantages
inclodimg lightness and stiffness, bul
also 0 extending the respome 10 ihe
hagh froguencies.

Ebui getting the
mcial materiab amd
their implementaison
right is 1he key aml s
these that are the
hard parts of mcial
driver design. I've long
been o G and niv
Ambence Releremse
Ik use the allimale
metallse high
frequency device - the
mcallse ribbon
twecter, bt this is an
AR soliioR 4||-.|
not suitable for EVery
loudspeaker
enclosurg

The BR5% are the
smllest Mloorstaning
Bronze B model and
dion't take up muach
space. They haove a
smiall footpring and
the dim cabinets stmnd
well shy of o metre wl
cm, They'ne the ot
of size thait'1 §5ll n
smiall to medinm-sized
room - aivy larger ond
ibere are the bigger
HEfs which wall Tl @
karger space. The rest
of the new Hronmee
reEnge l.uIII-|!'I'rH.'w L]
standmounters, o
centre chonnel, o pair
of doal-mode
surrounds and an
active subwooler, All
are altractmely priced
and a pair of BR3s will
scl you back 51, 100,
Which, 1o be frank, isn't a lod for a
fhoorstander such as [his, as long as it
can delver the goaxds,

As I remembered wath Monator
Anicdios of old, iy like FunmniTg in and
the melal cones prefer a warm
emvironment. In the depths of an
Enmghish wanter, the Studio 208 sownded
nodicahly better once the central heating
had warmed up the rosom, a5 well as the
mectal drivers. Here in Australin it's not
such nn issue, but strodght ol of the bax
I could 1ell the twin 34i-inch {13kmm)
MM P Meta! Matre Pabymern) davers
necded 1o move a while before they'd
open right up. From cold the bass
soumds stunted and loose, but | knew
this woulkdn't be the case for long. The
EIpEpe mikl amd |||:|u.'||..l was wemding s
sweet as nut though, so the BR*s
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promiscd 1o be quite an Intcresiing
lsien

I gave them over o week. Exing o
Ciranile Andao bomsin C1 as well o=
marmial maisic anc boy, was the wait
worth il. Just how far Monitor Audio
hais ¢ome and the |.'|1|.:|I.Il. i these
incapensive BRs came as something of a
shiock, | knaow ovier the years speakcr
perormance hies been on the up, while
prices have gone the other way, but
winsn'l expecting Uve BRSs 1o be o
accomyished ns they ore. | honestly can
neint Think of ancther Toorstander with
these specs and price tag that'll offer as
much music amd enjoymeni than these
Muomtor Audeos. 10 a beg call, bt
belicve me, I've heard plenty of speakers
arounsd a grand and these are way, way
up there,

30 wlial's so spoceal? Well, they
.i|r||-||_1. ] I."--u.'f'illlillF tiE'_Ju e Wit ot
fuss. The bass opers nght up and goes
right dhovarn after ran-in. The twin hass
mid drivers may be small and the sl
cobineds donl peinl al real bass
extension, bul the BRS deliver depth
that™s ranc from this sort of
|,'11n|'|F|.|r:|.|mn For cabinets af 1hs
relatively small see the BRSs anc capable
al 1_r.\_';|||1|_1 il-L-nll.' L8] I:h.; |-,|-|.|.. s, Bt
don't think these nre simply hoom-boxes
- far frovm at, they are @ kot more

Technotalk

Product Typa:
Floarstanding londspeabars
Driver Complemant:
1% 130mm MMP Il bass drivor
1 x 130mm MMPI mid deiver
1x 25mm Gold dome hweeier
Cabinat Conliguralion:
Dual chamber, bass mflex, berin
front and rear ported with
removable bungs
Froquency Respanse:
AkHz

awar Handling:
10-120 walis RMS
HMominal Impedancs:
Boahms
Cable Conneclion:
Biwireabla dmm binding posts
Sonsitivity:
Sd B
Finishes:

Bilack, Oak, Waloul, Chary
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“l know over
the years
speaker
performance
has been on
the up, while
prices have
gone the other
way, but
wasn’t
expecting the
BR5s to be as
accomplished
as they are. |
honestly can
not think of
another
floorstander
with these
specs and
price tag
that’ll offer as
much music
and enjoyment
than these
Monitor
Audios.”

sophisticated. While they'll happily
punch oul big dance tancs with plenty
of thurder, the kass ks controlled, tght
anel precisc. And when ol coanes o
underpinning o large scale orchestrn,
ihese Monsior Audios cukibit a me
talent. Rather than actually hear the
bass component. you'te fully aware of 1
angd are able o engoy the '|:I-|.'l1'l|srr||.:1h.'c
a8 a whole, These loudspeakers let the
music dov the talking, whach is & singuolar
cpueality af thas soert of prdo.

Ty as 1 maght, 1 couldn’t lind anmy
plece of musie that didn’t suii the BRSs.
e old ssving “vou only get oul what
youl il iR is true and poorly recorded
porp CDs sound just that - poor, bet this
iz simiply the speakers doing their job,
["nmu|-u;'|.| an .|.u|i.:-|'-||1'|;' recording of
wime female vooaks shows what their
really capabde of = creafing & soundsiage
that fills the space between the speakers
and alio exlemnds |'u:!rl.l-:'||.‘| thic |.'u|.lil'||:I:1.
thanks largely to an excellent midband
and higher frequency performance.
Vicals sound tremendowusly natural and
unforced and all ihe elenwenis are there;
1.1un|,ln.-.-.|._|¢|ﬂ!_l that lets vou hear the
placing of instruments and musicians,
excellent imagery and fiming and &
comnledent 1osial I..I,Iillil:t- 1t 111]':.' miclal
cones and domes can deliver,

A, they sound great, bul hom
system-Iriendly are they? They 1l muake
chums with o wide varsoty of amplifices
with & WP semsitivity and 6 ahm
nominal impedance and power handling
between 30 and 120 waits. Designed in
the UK and buili in Chana, the quality of
it andd Angh & excellent, I;'thﬂ.'L':“!.' the
attention 10 detadl, such as the
cln!hlxl-ing ammmid the dver sermoumlds
and bass reflex pons. If I'm godng fo
criticise them at all, all | can think of =
that they're physbeally a it oa the ligh
side; a heavier cabinet tends to inspire
maore confidence, but it's certainly mot a
problem

Afier a long absence, I've been more
than impressed by my reaquaintande
with Mongor Audse. I'd go =0 far as to
say this = one of the best hi-i bargaio
oul there al the moment and they are
mandutory listening for anmyone
conssdering a pair of spenkers helween
one and fwo [hoosand dollars. L
Ancillary Equipmont: Shanling 5CD-
T2 CD player, Cayin A-BET integrated
valve mmplifier, ME 24/55001 pre/power
amplifiers, QED Sikves Annlvorsary

Bihwira agoaker cables, Audioguasl
Colorado Interconnects, SAP Aelaxa 1

isalation platiarm
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Matal's the ey 0 Monilor Asdin’s
sonle success and twin matal coned
drivers combine with a gold metal
doma twaatar in tho BRSs.

O p i ni on

The "Opaka’ exprassed hare i3 Ekal
al jhe roviewas, ssmmarised In tho
formi of a B-slar rating sysfem, and
should be considersd as an inlegral
parl af the il contents of this
Budition Equipmant Heview. As
augh, sach calegery should be
judged on s own meriils and nof
necassanly used A8 & comparsen
with olher eguipment reviews in this,
or other edilions of Audic & Video

Lileslyla maspasins,

Shocksr
Bverage
Good
Excellent
PeriaciFpn

"“Thie ater 1 ivnbid A tap and
was sounding as sweet
as nut thaugh, so the BRSs
promised to be quite an
interasting listen.”

Performancs

Build Quality

Compatibility

Value For Money



